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TO BE ENTITLED 


THE APOSTOLIO ADVOOATE, 


‘We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to us; 
he who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the Spirit 
of Truth, and the Spirit of Error.’’—1 John iv. 6,—Macknight’s Trans- 
lation. 

‘‘ Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and of 
the commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” —2 Pet. 
iii. 2.—Macknight. 








PROSPECTUS. 


This work shall be devoted to the Ancient Gospel and the Original 
Constitution of Things as proclaimed and appointed by the Apostles. 
Never was there a time since the days of William Penn, that this and 
the adjacent cities required such an ‘‘ Advocate” as at this present. The 
voice of the Apostles is stifled by the clamour of Sectarian declamation. 
It is true, indeed, they are talked about, and their statues adorn cathe- 
dral parapets and steepled walle—it is also true, that the commercial] 
marts of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvan\a,-and New York abound in 
religious establishments, each and every Of. taem emply furniehed with 
all the gorgeousness and splendid trappings of Temple Worship ‘they 
can boast, too, of an erudite, courtly, eloquent and right reveréng priest- 
hood—the depositaries of wisdom and sacred knowledge—whose fertile 
ingenuity illustrates, sustains, and fulminates the Dogmas of Creeds for 
the deglutition of an unsuspecting and topo-cohfiding Laity. But all 
these things, however adored, may be easily unmasked, und resolved in- 
to their ultimate constituents—the devices, traditions, and command- 
ments of men ; and will be proved to be no part of the RELIGION oF 
curist or of the Traditions and Teachings of the Huty Aposrt ras, 
Tue Apvocate therefore, will unrol his brief against the corruptions 
of Christianity ; and, while he pays all respect to persons that is due, he 
will use every honorable and scriptural means to disabuse the minds 
of his fellow-citizens of the philosophical Dogmas and Christianizeg 
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Orientalism palmed upon them for the glorious Gospel of the Blessed 
God. 


In subserviency to this end, the followiug, among other subjects, wil] 
be attended to :— 


1. The Non-Identity of all Popular Religion with the Religion of 


‘Christ. 


2. The defence of the Holy Scriptures against all Creeds, ‘ Confessions 
of Faith,’ Commentators and System Makers. 

3. The objects proposed by the proselyting Spirit of the age, as devel- 
oped in the so-styled ‘‘ benevolent institutions of the day,” incompatible 
with, and contrary to the predictions of the Ancient Prophets. 

4. The modern dogmas of physical and spiritual operations, not the doe- 
trines ofthe Holy Spirit taught by the Apostles. 

5. The Fates and Fortunes of the Kingdoms of the World foreshown 
by prophecy. 

6 Religious, Moral, and Literary varieties; with Essays on various 
interesting and important subjects in relation to the Kingdom of Christ. 

“Tue ApvocaTe’” willglean from the fields of Christian Literature 
whatever is calculated to iTustrate the magnificent and sublime politics 
of the Messiah’s Reign He willendeavor to do justice to all who may op- 

and differ from him; his object being to convince, not condemn. 
Audi aliteram partem, hear the other side,—shall always vibrate on his 
ear ;—for baving neither sympathies nor antipathies to gratify—having 
no gift or ‘‘sacred office” of pecuniary emolument to blind his eyes, to 
pervert his judgment, or to distort his mental vision—being interested in 
upholding no religious dogmas, in sustaining no sect, in pleading for no 
sectarian creed—Tue Apvocare will strive to exemplify the apothegm 
—fiat justitia ruat celum, let justice be done though the heavens fal].— 
Let the opponents ofthe Ancient Gospel go and do likewise. 


CONDITIONS 


1. Each number to be puplished the beginning of every month, and to 
contain 24 pages duodecimo. 

2. The subscription will be One Doar a year exclusive of postage, 
payable in advance. on receiving the first number. If not paid within 
three months, One Doxvar and Firty Cents ; and no subscriptions ac- 
cepted for a less time than aforesaid 

. Postmasters, who act:as egents, shall have ten per cent. for obtain- 
ing subseribers, and for collecting and. remitting the amount of their 
subscriptions.’ All other persons, who ebtain and pay for five subscri- 
bere within three months from subscribing, shall have one copy gratis. 


Sut t& those who do not guarantee and’ pay Within that period, ten per 


cent: upon al! gabscribers; for whom they make payment, shall be al!ow- 
oe Lam 


be paid. 
ateoetehiiion to the Advocate must be directed to the Editor, 
care of William Bootright, Richmond, Va.; from whence the Advocate 
will be hereafter issued ; and also post pa:p, or they will be returned. 
P. 8S. It is respectfully submitted, that all desirous of the downfall 
the Apostacy 5, and interested in the re-establishment of the Ancient 
Gospel, and tien of the Apostolic Order of Things over the Ru- 


4. The Apostolic ‘Advocate will an no account be discontinued till all 
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P ins of the Man of Sin in all his subtle and specious forms in these Eas- 
- tern Cities, will exert their influence in sustaining the endeavors of the 
Editor to that end. 


N. B. Letall persons be careful to name the post office to which they 
wish their papers sent. 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 


If one proposition be more self evident than another, it is this, that, 
the religion of the Disciples of the Apostles of Christ cannot be found 
among any of the popular religions of the 19th century which divide among 
them the realms and demesnes of Christendom. The Religion of Christ is 
a religion of faith and obedience, the one being as essential and important 
as the other; they are in truth, one and indivisible. The popular reli- 
gions on the other hand, are religions, national and speculative in their 
nature, based on opinions, and upheld by systems of abstract definitions, 
composing creeds, confessions and articles of faith. With each religion 
the fundamental! and essential doctrines of the Gospel are the leading 
and characteristic dogmas of their individual creeds. Whatever is not 
contained in the creed, is non-essential, especially if the omission be the 
diagnostic of some more humble and less popular faith. Popular faith 
is feeling magniffed into confidence, and inasmuch as it produces violent 
convulsive actions of that important organ of the animal constitution, it 
is very emphatically termed ‘‘ faith in the heart.” It is a kind of san- 
guineous principle yielding from the several organs through which it 
passes copious effusions of tears, mucus, and saliva. Hence that foam- 
ing of the mouth, effusion of the eyes and cheeks, and running at the nose, 
so conspicuous in the subjects of revival, camp meeting, and protracted 
conventional excitements. Popular faith is lunatic in its phases, 
being now new, then old, now gibbous and then rotund, and following the 
ocean of life in all its ebbs and flows. ‘The opinions of the people’s in- 
structors determine the complexion of their faith; and hence that 
riddle-like * proposition, that ‘ Faith is not the belief of testimony.” It 
is true, the popular faith is not the belief of testimony, and 
no wonder that like the priests the people should maintain it; for well 
do they know both the teachers and the taught, that their religious faith 
is not founded on the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, but on 
the traditions, devices, and commandments of men. What need we 
marvel then at the diversified and contradictory faiths that chequer the 
ecclesiastical chart of the Christianized world. We need not be surprise 
ed, I say, that Divine Doctors of the Popular Faith should insist on 
a faith, christened orthodox with holy water, which does not require tes- 
timony to produce, seeing that they are not accustomed to prove their 
positions either by reason or Holy Writ. Indeed where is the necessit 
of proof—have not their flocks conceded to them their demands in full as 
to their ambassadorial and holy character, their divine calling and send- 
ing, and their claims of succession to the Apostles? If these high pre- 


* After our first visit to Rockdale a Methodist Clergyman, who had 
been taking notes of our addresses, declared ia opposition to our obser- 
vation—that faith was the belief of testimony, that Faith was not belief (!) 
His name was Riddle; hence the phrase riddle-like.—Ed. Ap. Adv. 








Se) en a 
a ee, a ee 


Rg ares nema 
Re. ae he 


es, ee 














4 


tensions be granted, shall we, the laity, presume to ask the Reverend 
Clergy for their proofs! Absurd would itbe in the extreme to concede 
to them apostolicity without proof, and then to demand a reason for 
what they affirm. Let them prove the first, and we, for one, in subor- 
dinate affairs will obey implicitly and for ever after hold our peace. But 
as to their divine rights, credat Judeus Apella non Ego!—The following 
will be a fair illustration both as to the believers, the manner of faith, and 
the effects of popular faith. On the first day of March 1834 an infant 
first breathed the breath of heaven, and raised its eyelids to the solar 
beams. Unused to this new mode of existence it cried and sobbed and 
squalled so lustily as greatly to disturb the equanimity of a maiden 
aunt. Her soured temper could not endure the provocation, and 
though it was a sacramental preparation week, she tartly reprobated the 
uncouth noise and sinned through anger most unchristianly. The ori- 
ginal sin and total depravity of the babe were beyond doubt, and as its 
looks did not promise life beyond four and twenty hours, humanity and 
religion dictated the propriety of saving its soul from hell. A Reverend 
Divine was accordingly sont for, who being stimulated by the importance 
of the occasion, and a zeal in his master’s service, came with as much 
despatch as comported with the dignity of the clerical gait. ‘‘ Go ye,” 
says the Great Teacher, ‘into all the world and proclaim the glad tid- 
ings to the whole creation, he that believeth and is baptised shall be 
saved, he that believeth not shall becondemned.” Acting under this com- 
mission, then, this Reverend Successor to the Apostles, and Ambassa- 
dor of Jesus Christ, arrives at the house of mourning for the purpose of 
imparting salvation to the puny babe. Accordingly he dips his holy 
hands into the water consecrated by prayer, and with the subject of faith 
in his left arm, raises with uplifted eyes and becoming his bending arm 
with palm supine ;—the period of grace hovers over the face of the in- 
fant. Awful moment! The infant scarcely breathes.—The sacred drops 
at length begin to trickle from the holy digits of his reverence-—they 
reach the face, and with an emphatic sprinkle the magic words—Selina! 
I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, Amen! fall on the sealed ears of the expiring child, who with a 
struggle now gives up the Ghost.” 

his instance, and a very common one it is, is a fair illustration of the 
subject, mode of impartation, and effects of the most fashionable popular 
faith. Its subject is forthe most part a babe of eight days old, endowed 
with all the faculties of mind and body in a dormant, undeveloped state ; 
it sees but it discerns not, it hears but it understands not, it has a brain, 
but on the tablet of its mind no images of thought arethere. How then 
is the faith imparted? Let the Reverend Clergy so skilled in metaphy- 
sics, in all the magic of the Chaldeas, in all the learning of the Egyp- 
tians, and in all the mythology of the Pagan world explain, for I cannot. 
But the effects of this popular faith what are they? Scepticism, delu- 
sion, death! Common sense contemplating the proud ambitious priest 
discerns in his religious practices and demeanor the usurper of super- 
natural powers, and the impiety of a man who lies in the name of God. 
Disgusted at such exhibitions of mockery, and acquainted with no other 
Christianity than that under the form of the religions of the day, the 
minds of men with the light only of reason and common sense to guide 
them, run into the fatal extreme and denounce ali religion as false. 
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ence in France, in Italy, in Portugal and Spain, when occasion offer 
they not only avow their scepticism, but deny even the Being of a God 
Nor are things in reality much better in Protestant countries, for, me 
atheism is not so recklessly proclaimed there, hypocrisy, indifference, la- 
tent and avowed scepticism in all their subtle, specious, open and dis- 
guised forms extensively prevail. Even in these United States, where 
religion is supposed to flourish, it is not difficult to foresee the downfall, 
not very remote either, ofall its sectarian establishments. At this very 
moment infidelity, like a worm that dieth not, gnaws their vitals, and a 
numerous and fanatical priesthood is permitted to exist out of courtesy to 
the ladies, in whose case is verified the prediction of the Apostle, which 
see (2. Tim. 3. 1—7) We rejoice, however, to know on the testimon 
of the Apostles and Prophets, that all these human establishments will 
be overturned, and that the glorious dominion of the Great King, re- 
turned victorious and conqueror over all his foes, and leading captive at his 
chariot wheels kings whose many diadems now deck his brow, will rise 
paramount and be established on the wreck of empires, immoveable as the 
everlasting hills. Kings and Sacred Bards havetuned their harps 
prophetic of this Golden Age. Then will the Prince of Peace reiga in 
his Holy Hill of Zion and rale the Nations witha lawof love. No 
kingly or priestly tyrants then to disturb the world’s repose ; no anti- 
christian or sectarian rivals then to divide the empire with the King of 
Saints; no Popes, no Councils, no General Assemblies, Synods, Presbyte- 
ries then with their bulis, and canons, and orthodox confessions to dis- 
tract the world;—no! These disturbers of the public peace, these so- 
cial bandits, then will be bound in captive chains in the dark abyss for a 
thousand years. Such then will be the death of all delusion until the 
Last Apostacy foretold in Time; when Satan shali go forth to deeeive 
the nations which at that period will inhabit the four quarters of the 
earth. Rev. XX. 7, 8. 

In the religious practice before alluded to, we said that the officiating 
priest, call him by what name you please, liesin thename of God. We 
speak not of motives, but of actions—principles, not men are objects of 
animadversion. The Clerical Body may be very sincere in all its doings ; 
but sincerity does not convert a lie into truth—a sincere lie isa lie still. 
We iook at actions, not words. Language, says a celebrated writer, is 
the art of disguising our ideas—words may deceive us, but actions are 
pregnant with meaning. We say, then, the religious act of sprinkling 
an unbelieving, unconscious babe with a few drops of water, and deciar- 
ing that this isdone in obedience to the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, isa lie in the name of God. It is conceded by all the 
learned, that the phrase “‘in the name,” signifies ‘‘ by the authority of ;”’ 
now we demand proof of the clergy for their practice, and ask them, 
where in all the inspired volume, the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit 
ever commanded them or any one else, to sprinkle a babe in their name 
and call it Baptism; which all the learned, classical or theological, 
through all Christendom, admit in the fullest sense to be immersion. 
To say then, when they sprinkle a babe they baptise (in English im- 
merse) it in the name or by the authority of the Father, &c., is a delib- 
erate, practical and sacriligious lie ; and all this, too, they pretend under 
the commission before reeited. One knows not which to marvel at 
most, their consummate ignorance or audacity, in thus practically inter- 
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preting the proclamation “ He that believeth and is immersed (baptized if 
the reader would rather) shall be saved,” by taking a child incapable of 
beliefand sprinkling it! If taken before a common jury, having no in- 
terest in the perpetuation of this one of the ‘‘ 4bominations of the Earth,” 
it would soon be put in its true light. Talk of the Advocates of the Apos- 
tolic traditions, perverting the Institution! —Beshrew me if any thing 
comes up to this! Well might Isaiah prophecy of this adulterous gene- 
ration when he said, ‘‘ The earth is defiled under the inhabitants there- 
of; because they have transgressed the law, CHANGED THE ORDINANCE 
and broken the everlasting covenant ; therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are burned and few men left." Chap. XX. 4. 5. 6.—Editor. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 





CHURCH OF ENGLANDISM. 


Episcopacy, or as it is more generally known in opposition to the 
Church of Rome,—Charch of Englandism, is one of the Daughters of a 
large family that has overspread the fairest portions of the globe, com- 
prised within the limits of a dominion christened Christendom. Of the 
philanthropy, virtue and humanity of this family, we regret to say, we 
have nothing very commendatory to affirm. Misanthropy, vice and cru- 
elty track the footsteps of the incestuous brood. Descended from a par- 
entage flagrant in crime, drunken with the blood of Christian Heroes, 
and gorged with the spoils, and the woe, and the slaughter of men, littic 
else can be expected in the Daughters but the resurrection, under new 
forms, of the Hydra-headed iniquities of the Man of Sin and his adulter- 
ous consort the Mother of Harlots and uf All the Abominations of the 
Earth. These are the epithets applied by the Holy Spirit of purity and 
truth to all that ‘ Mystery’ of political, civil, and ecclesiastical ‘Iniquity’ 
that existsin every part of the old and new world. Jesus, by his belov- 
ed disciple, foretold the rise, progress, consummation and perdition of 
the existing state of suciety, at a time when it had only began to work. 
This series of predictions affords the inquirer a very striking proof of the 
verity of our Holy Religion; for history has handed down to us, concur- 
rent with the prophecy, its complete fulfilment. ‘ The testimony of Je- 
sus is the Spirit of prophecy,” and, were it pertinent to the question before 
us, we could adduce hundreds of instances, a tithe of which would suf- 
fice to work a “saving faith’’ inthe mind of the most sceptical reader. 
But at present this is not our design. We observe by the way, that the 
Family named, consists of a multitude of Sons and Daughters, whose 
fortunes have been very varied and oftentimes disastrous. It is a law in 
Nature, Politics and Religion, that ‘ like begets like ;’ hence the Sons of 
the Harlot bear the image of their Father, and the Daughters reflect the 
deformity of the Mother. Tyrannical, arbitrary, and oppressive, they 
rule the Nations with a rod of iron ; and their ferocity being sanctioned 
and abetted by the Harlot Daughters of the Whore of Babylon, they have 
consented for a time, now almost expired, to give their power to them, 
that allmen may receive their mark on their foreheads and in their 
hands, namely, sprinkled water, the sign of the Cross, and a license to 
buy and sell the gospel (as they call it) to the people. 

To namethe Harlots might be deemed invidious, in our estimation it 
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would be impossible. The limits prescribed to this work are insufficient, 
even supposing it would be profitable to soil our pages with so odious a 
catalogue. Suffice it to say that all will-worship is an abomination in 
the sight of God ;—He has prescribed institutions through which it is 
his good pleasure to be approached ; he that would come to Gud in any 
other way than that appointed by the Apostles, approaches Jehovah on 
his own responsibility, and according to his own will; he virtually ,e- 
nounces their authority and sets up a religion of hisown. This religion 
becomes his idol, which he falls down and worships as he happens to be 
led. He isa Romanist, a Church of Englandist, a Lutheran, a Presby- 
terian, a Methodist, a Mohammedan, a ie ar a Jew, not by choice, 
but because he happens to be born such. He worships saints, angels and 
the Host, and receives absolution at the guilty hands of a profane priest, 
because he is taught to do it; he swears allegiance to the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, or to the Augsburg and Westminster confessions;-—-to the Book 
of Discipline, to Mohammed, to the gods, or to Moses, because so he has 
happened to be led. Indifference has superseded the former sectarian 
bigotry, and generated a toleration fast become ubiquitous. The religions 
before named, born of the will of man, have ceased to persecute each oth- 
er; at length discerning the fallacious foundation upon which they are 
all built, namely, on the opinions and speculations of men. Infidelity 
lurking within their precincts, is fast breaking up their establishments, 
and, by the substitution of a spurious sincerity, is diluting the piety and 
zeal even of the most orthodox. Such is the general character of the 
Popular Religions of the day, each of which constitutes a harlot member 
of the empire of Spiritual Babylon ; and such, among the rest, is that 
system of will-worship, or reformed popery, set up by the renowned Pro- 
testant Pope Harry VIII. of Britain, called Church of Englandism; per- 
petuated by the strong arm of secular power, and established in the U- 
nited States by Royal Authority, and still aided by British Gold. Hav- 
ing made these observations, by way of preface, we shall lay before our 
readers from time to time, a full and fair exhibition of this Aristocratic 
Religion as developed in the hemispheres of the East and West. Our 
extracts will be selected from documents authenticated and published by 
the highest authorities insuch matters; proof is at hand whenever de- 
manded. (ther religions will arrest our notice in proper time and place. 
—Ed. Ap. Ad. [TO BE CONTINUED. | 





THE KINGDOMS OF EUROPE. 


‘ And the ten horns you saw upon the béast, these shall hate the Har- 
lot and make her desolate and naked ; and they shall eat her flesh, and 
shall burn her with fire. For God has given it into their hearts to exe- 
cute HIS SENTENCE, even to perform one purpose ; and to give their king- 
doms to the beast, till the words of God be fulfilled.” Rev. xvm. 16, 17, 

A grand defect in the thousand newspapers of these United States is, 
the meagre record of events, daily transpiring in the empires and king- 
doms which exist beyond the limits of the New World. In reading the 
journals of the day, one would think the past had never existed, that the 
future would never dawn, and that the present was of little import be- 
yond the limits of domestic trifles. To philosophize on their contents it 
would seem as though the intelligence of the country was bounded by 
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tne horizon of the Bank, the limits of the Constitution, or the jurisdic. 

tion of the Head of the States. To this, however, we cannot agree. The 

human mind is excursive, and cannot, whether in America or Europe, 

be restrained within the narrow confines of domestic rivalries and party 

strifes. It must expand. The Atlantic Ocean and the lesser seas, the 
rivers, lakes, and mountain chains, may mark the bounds of kingdoms, 

states and empires; they may determine the ‘hitherto but no farther” 
of neighbour nations ; they may do this and more, as regards the bodies 
of men, but to the empire of mind, they offer no proscription. The mind, 
with the rapidity of the lightning’s flash, sweepsover the demesnes of na- 
ture, and visits in its caurse the Alps, the Andes, the mountains of Him- 
mala and the Arctic Sea :—it retreats to the Birth of Time, and pene- 
trates into the abyss beyond. What folly, then, how trifling too, to 
dream of feeding the public mind with the puerilities of party, stale wit- 
ticisms, mountebank delineations, anecdotes, old wives’ fables, &c. &c. 
Sentiment, sentiment! Facts and veracious testimony is the mental 
food for man, whether they pertain to morals, politics or religion. But, 
it may be objected, people have ceased to think, thought being too labo- 
rious, and therefore, they must be entertained with trifles, or newspapers 
would become dead stock, many venders but no readers. Food to this 
man is poison to that ; therefore, seeing that thinkers are few, sentiment 
is scarce, and the supplies must be always accordin- to the de.nand, both 
in quality and quantity. This we believe is the philosophy of the thing, 
and but too characteristic of the age. Extension without depth is the 
orcer of the day, in relation both to the effusions from the press and thie 
rhapsodies from the “‘sacred desk.”’ Instructious seem to enter but little 
into the compositions of religious declaimers or religious editors. Not- 
withstanding all the faults of the political leaders, it is our opinion, the 
world for intelligence and upright dealing between man and man is far 
in advance of “‘the Church,” as the popular system of the day is egre- 
giously miscalled. The world insome sort, discerns the changes, attend- 
ed with commotions and bloodshed, coming upon society; but “‘the 
Church,” like a ricketty old dame, is doting about a spiritual beatification 
of a thousand years, in which she, in all her unconscious deformity, is to 
reign over the sons of men. Her Millenium three score and sixty days, 
be it known to the right reverend crazy doctors who uphold her crutch, 
is fast expiring : her reign is almost comsummated, for there is one just 
at the door, coming upon her as a thief, ready to let the kings of the 
earth upon her, who in their hate, will eat her flesh and burn her with 
fire. This is his sentence which he has appointed political executioners 
to enforce. 

Revelation, has been termed, the statesman’s best manual. It disclos- 
es the destinies of empires, and tracks unerringly amid all the revolu- 
tions, wars and internal commotions which agitated society, their unde- 
veloped histories. The empire of the Medes and Persians shall be estab- 
lished and become universal ; it shall be strong, but the king of Grecia 
shall overthrow it. Thus said Jehovah by his servant Danie!, and thus 
it wasdone. The little stone cut out of the mountains shall become 4 
great mountain and fill the whole earth. The God of Heaven will set 
up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed: it shall break in pieces 
and consume all kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Thus spake a 
captive of Judah 2300 years ago, moved by the Holy Spirit, to foretell 
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the rise, progress, consummation and downfall of empires to the end of 
time. Yes and it will be done. Heaven and earth will pass away but 


not one jot or tittle of Jehovah's word shall fail. All kingdoms that 
now exist are destined to perdition, save one; and that is the little 


kingdom of stone, so firm is its material, first began to be cut out of the 
mountains on the day of Pentecost. It will break down and destroy 
the kingdoms, by that artillery which the Great King has appointed. 
These kingdoms, to use the present Pope’s own words in relation to 
Portugal, ‘‘cited, until now, as a model of devotion and of fidelity to 


the Catholic Faith, to the Holy See, and to the Roman Pontitfs,’” even 
these have conceived a deadly hatred against ‘‘ the Church,” and are ef- 
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fecting its destruction within their respective countries preparatory to 
their own. 

By way of introduction to a record of the events now transacting in 
the benighted realms of Europe, we shall present our readers with an 
analysis of that chapter of the Revelation from which we have selected 
the passage affixed to this article. 

This chapter relates to the ‘‘ Judgment of the Great Harlot that sits up- 
on many waters.’? A Harlot as is well known is an adulterous woman. 
This ‘* woman” as the Holy Spirit informs us at the end of the chapter 
“is the great City,” which in the days of the Apostle John, ruled “ over 
the Kings of the earth.” It used to be the boast of the Romans, whose 
city is here distinctly pointed out as seated on seven mountains, that 
they ruled over kings ; hence they prided themselves in leaving these 
potentates their titles after they had been subdued. The ‘‘ many wa- 
ters” upon which this Harlot or City is said to ‘‘sit”” we ave also inform- 


ed by the same infallible interpreter ‘‘are people, and multitudes, and na- — 


tions, and tongues.’”? The siteral rendering, therefore, of the prophetic 
style will be, the sentence against Rome, whose jurisdiction, extends over 
many people, multitudes, nations and tongues. 

The moral character of this City, is declared to be of the most odious 
description ; for, says the Apostle, with her, “‘the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication, and ALL the inhabitants of the earth have 
been drunk with the wine of her whoredom.’”’ The symbolic represen- 
tation brought to view to illustrate the judgment of Rome is beautifully 
typical of the past, present, and future Seated of the dominions of 
which that city is the head. John sees a drunken woman, with a gold- 
en cup in her hand, full of mingled blood, sitting upon a monstrous 
beast of a scarlet colour. This beast had seven heads and ten horns, 
and was full of slanderous names. She seems to have been very splen- 
didly apparelled ; forshe was clothed with purple and scarlet, and a- 
dorned with gold, and precious stones and pearls. She appears to have 
had a name as well as the beast on which she rode, but not “ slander- 
ous,” as it faithfully described her character. It read “‘ mysTERY, BABY- 
LON THE GREAT, the MOTHER of HARLOTS, and of the ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.”’ The golden cup of mingled blood in her hand is declared 
to be the abominations and pollutions of her whoredom (or idolatry) 
and the blocd of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus. Of this she ap- 
pears to have drank to inebriation; for the angei told John, she was 
drunk from this cause. So much then for the Symbol; let us now at- 
tend to its meaning. 

The beast which you saw, says the angel, was and is not. That is, o 
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time was coming when it would be said, the beast did once exist, but \s 
not now in being. This phrase must be considered as indicating its de. 
struction, as indeed the angel immediately declares ; ‘“‘ he will” says he 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go to destruction ;” and the inbiab- 
itants of the earth shall wonder, seeing the beast who was. and is not, 
Yet is. It may naturally be inquired, how can a thing be and m4} 
in the present tense? This would certainly be inexplicable if we sup: 
pose the being and not being to relate to one and the same instant o 
time. We have hinted that the ‘‘was and is not” relates to a period pos- 
terior to the age of the Apostle ; and we presume the “‘yet is” implies jt: 
existence at the time when the angel and the Apostle were conversing 
together, A.D. 100. This solves the difliculty as will be seen hereafter 
more particularly. 

The beast is thus interpreted, ‘“‘ Its seven heads are seven mountains, 
on which the woman (or city) is seated (katheetai.) ‘It is universally 
known,”’ says Dr. Bryce Johnson, *‘ that the city of Rome is built on 
seven mountains. The following are their names, viz. the Palatine, 
Celian, Capitoline, Aventine, Quirinal, Viminal and Esquinal moun- 
tains. By this very uncommon situation Rome was so perfectly distin: 
guished from every other city in the world, that both the Greek and Le 
tin writers call her the city on the seven hills—by which name every 
reader understood as perfectly that Rome was meant, as if they had 
heard the word Rome itself. Ovid, a Roman poet, says—Rome the 
seat of the gods and of empire, which surveys the whole world from her 
seven mountains.” That it ig the city of Rome, literally and locally 
which is meant, is evident not only from the description of its situation, 
by the seven mountains, but also from the very uncommun mode of ex- 
pression in the original language, which literally translated, reads ‘in 
the place where the woman sits upon them’’—by which expression the locali- 
ty of the city is fixed in as plain and strong terms as language can afford. 

ind there are seven kings ; five are fallen, and one is, and the other is no! 
yel come; and when he comes he must endure for a little time. Tue 
WHEN this chapter was Written, must be kept constantly in view, or it 
eannot be understood. It was written by the Apostle John, about A.D. 
96 or 100, under the Roman emperor, Domitian.—Rome was founded 
753 before Christ ; from which period, down to that contemplated under 
the last of the ‘‘seven kings” or seven forms of government, 1297 years 
areincluded. Tacitus,a very eminent Roman historian tells us, that in 
his day there had been five distinct forms of government in Rome ; and it 
is well known that there have been just two more since his time to the 
year of our Lord 544. In his annals, he says, “‘ Rome was first gov- 
erned by kings. then by consuls, by dictators, by decemvirs, by military 
tribunes with consular authority ;’’ since that time to the date aforesaid, 
there have heen emperors, under whom Jesus Christ was born, the Apos- 
ties lived, and the Kingdom of Heaven or the congregation of the Lord 
was fairly established among all nations of the earth: and after the sub- 
version of the imperial authority, kings of the Gothic race constituted the 
seventh form of government in Rome. In the days of the Apostle, five 
of these forms of gevernment had fallen, one existed, namely, the impe- 
rial or sixth form, but the seventh had not yet come. When the seventh 
arose it was to continue for a short time compared with the forms which 
preceded and followedit. The Imperial or sixth had existed upwards of 
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"500 years, and the Pontifical or eighth form has continued upwards of 


1000 years ; so that the Gothic kings or seventh which intervened may 


‘ wraly he said * * 7 ir * = 6s 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 





THE ADVOCATE AT ROCKDALE, Pa. 
The village of Rockdale is a very romantic place, situated about 


six miles west of the Delaware, and fifteen south of Philadelphia. 
"Its name very aptly expresses the prominent features of its scene- 
ty. Rocks, hills and dales meet the eye in every direction. The 
‘ acclivities are steep, and often precipitous, and every here and 
there interspersed with insulated masses of limestone rock. On the 
_ slopes the frame and stony dwellings of the villagers arise, without 


order, overlooking the falls and water-courses which meander 
round the bases of the hills, and through the town of Chester 
to their exit in the Delaware. Upon this serpentine creek, sev- 


en factories have their scite within a mile and a half in and a- 
- bout Rockdale ; hence the population of its vicinity is very considera- 
_ ble, and is sustained chiefly by the labours of the loom. The intelli- 


wg pete (ahi anit: Seals 


gence of its inhabitants is as much diversified as the soil on their na- 


: tive hills and dales; of which some are rocky, some thorny, some thin, 


and some good, yielding increase in the ratio of a hundred, sixty, and 
thirty fold. Mat. xiii 4—9. Standingon a peak, from whence the eye 
commands a varied and extensive view, the mind is insensibly raised 
from the contemplation of the picturesque to Him, who by a word spoke 
into existence, six thousand years ago, the terrestrial domains of nature. 
Passing in magnificent review and successively defiling before the ima- 
gination were the upheaving earth, the sinking and the submerged val- 
leys, herbs, shrubs and forest trees, and tribes innumerable of birds, and 
beasts, and living things of every kind, new-born from their mother 
earth—the sun, the moon, the stars, bursting into primeval blaze to 
cheer, to animate, and to enlighten these new displays of creative pow- 
er—then last came man, the image of his Maker, for whose happiness 
and theglory of God they exist and were created. Swift fleeting from 
the mind passed these delights, and the lapse of a few ages summoned up 
the Deluge inall its horrors. How forcibly was the truth of this event 
impressed upon our mind, when we reviewed the huge rocks on which 
we stood, hurled as they evidently had been to their present scite, by 
the energy of aqueous forces. Thousands of shelly fragments lay strew- 
ed around, showing palpable marks of the physical energy which had is- 
sued in the present orderof things. On every side we saw proof suffi- 
cient to convince us, that “ the fountains of the great deep had been 
broken un’ with incredible violence, and that the crust or surface of 
the earth had undergone a great change by the impetuous recession of 
the waters into the caverns of the globe. But is not the theme 
upen which we would descant at this time; let what been said suf- 
fice to direct the reader to the contemplation of the attributes of Jehovah 
in the works of nature as well asin revelation. We hasten to details of 
another kind. 

As we have said the intelligence of the people is-diversified, and what- 
ever it may be as to political and other affairs, we hesitate nothing in af- 
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firming that in regard to the religion of Christ they are entirely unin. 
formed. Teachers they have in abundance, for during our visit to Rock. 
dale we were honoured by the presence of five. Methodists, Presbyts. 
rians, Baptists, and Deists divide the population among them. Fac) 


sect, however, is more or less at variance within itself. The Prebyter. 


ans especially. Among these the Old Orthodox and New Lights pre. 
dominate. The following by way of illustration: a Rev. Mr. L——_ 
clergymen of the Presbyterian sectat Rockdale, and formerly a Baptist. 
on a certain occasion proceeded to address his flock on the 7th of Romans. 
He told them in substance, that this chapter wasthe most difficult in the B). 
ble; that he had been studying it for a week, but had not even yet mage 
himself master of it ;— however, said he, I will give you the result of my in- 
vestigation ; and to ithe went right earnestly for the ensuing hour. After 
he had done a Rev. Brother from Chester, named P , a New 
Light, hitherto unobserved, rose and told the people there was no difficy|- 
ty in the passage at all, and that it was quite intelligible; accordingly he 
proceeded to expound it in his own way, overturning every thing that 
bad been said before. So much forthe agreement of the clergy among 
themselves, and the kind of religious teaching, the good people of Rock- 
dale are blessed withal. 

We had promised two disciples, the only ones residing at this place, 
to go and advocate the cause of the Apostles before the people on the 
first Lord’s Day in March. Circumstances, however, prevented our 
keeping our appointment until that day fortnight. In the mean time 
our intentions came to the knowledge of theclergy, who felt it their duty 
to warn their flocks against new doctrines taught by a man named Alex. 
ander Campbell, who had done great harm to the cause of religion in 
the West. He is, said Mr. Landers, both a Unitarian and an Arian 
in principle! He did not wish to prevent his hearers from going to 
hear the one of the party who was coming. They might go and wel- 
come. No doubt they would hearsomething good from him for three or 
four times; but, said he, afier that—watch him! He is the author of 
the New Catholic Coatroversy—read that and you will see what kind of a 
man he is ; as for the thing itself, itis evidently the production ofa crack- 
ed brain. He warned the people to bear in mind that we were not an 
authorized minister, not having been constituted by the laying on of 
hands! He announced his intention of delivering a course of Ane 
on Campbellism, in which he would go to the very bottom of it! And 
should his meeting be disturbed by any person who was not satisfied, 
he would treat him as a drunken man! So much for the spirit of 
clergy. 

The effect of this cautionary address was to excite the minds of the 
people, to attend to the things formerly spoken by the Apostles, but 
long since lost sight of. When we arrived on Saturday evening, we 
found the expectation of the citizens on the alert to learn what extraor- 
dinary heresy was about to be propounded to them. Being convened, 
we addressed them on the Gospel as the cure for sin. We stated that 
the human family had been infected with this disease, by the venomous 
and mortal bite of the arch-serpent, the Devil; and that the extent of 
the evilin all of its formidable developments might be grouped under 
the six following items—namely, ihe ignorance, the love, the dominion, 
the guilt, the power, and the punishment of sin. We showed that there 
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wae but ONE CURE for sin in the aggregate, and that was Tue Gospet— 
that all other proposed remedies, with which the world, both religious and 
profane, was ac uainted, were nothing else but nostrums, and their prescri- 
bers quacks. ‘These we classed under the apostolic caption of ‘‘other 
Is,” to which was appended the malediction of the Holy Spirit. We 
stated that rue Gospel comprehended Facts, Commanps, and Promises. 
The first to be believed, the second to be obeyed, and the third to be enjoy- 
ed. That the secret of the whole was a simple, yet magnificent, display of 
the love of God to men, and that this was pre-eminently revealed in the 
gift of his well-beloved and only begotten Son, whom he had consigned to 
death, even the ignominious and cruel death of a Roman slave, that the 
obedient might escape the condign punishment that awaits all who 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel of his Son. We stated that the 
Apostles announced the love of God to Jews and Gentiles in a few plain, 
yet potent, facts, which they sustained by thier own testimony, as eye 
and eat witnesses, and by the demonstration and power of the Holy 
Spirit, developed in the miracles they performed - that Christ died for 
our sins, according to the Scriptures ; and that he was buried; and that 
he rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures. That these facts, 
supported by the testimony of Apostles and Prophets, constituted the 
b nes and sinews of the body of Christ—the congregation. That the 
commands to be obeyed were Believe, Reform, and be Iinmersed; and 
that the promises to be enjoyed consisted in remission of sins, the re- 
ception of the Holy Spirit, and the resurrection of the body to eternal 
life. We shewed that these might be subdivided into faith, reformation, 
immersion, remission of sins, gift ofthe Holy Spirit, and resurrection to 
eternal life. We parallelized the items of sin with the items of the Gos- 
pel, showing that faith in the Lord Jesus was the cure tor the tgnorance 
of sin; repentance for the love, immersion for the dominion, remission toc 
the guilt, the gift of the Holy Spirit for the power, and the resurrection of the 
body for the punishment of sin. We observed that in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, as well asin the kingdoms of nature, there was a place for every 
thing, and for every thing a place. That order was Heaven's first law— 
and that as Jehovah was the God of order, and not of confusion, we were 
not to suppose that the Gospel was an undigested and chaotic heap for- 
\uitously thrown together. This could not fora moment be conceded. 
Believing therefore God to be the author of the Gospel, we expected to 
to find order, perspicuity, and arrangement consummated. Nor are we 
_ disappuinted in this expectation, as we have already shown. Any trans- 
_ position, therefore, of the Gospel items--any derangement of its parts, 
_ annihilates its character as a specific, destroys its eflicacy, obliterates its 
divinity, and abolishes itsidentity with the word of the Lord, first pro- 
claimei at Jerusalem. Hence, we contend, that the schemes propounded 
lrom the ** sucred desk’? of Christendom, for the cure of sin, were counter- 
leits, and not to be found in the genuine prescription of the Great Phy- 
sician. We illustrated this position by reference to the Gospels of the 
day, in which the clergy, having first killed their patients in theory, 
_ pretend to restore them to a state of safety by baby sprinkling, minor 
_ confirmation, and the doctrine of final perseverance ;--others of them by 
_ putting a pseudo-baptism before faith;—others, again, by giving re- 
_ pentance the priority ;—others by insisting on the precedence of what 
» they call the Holy Ghost ;—and others by sudstituting siacerity for all. 
re 9) 
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Such aro the miserable expedients resorted to by the teachers of the 
popular religions of the day for the salvation of men; by which unwit. 
tingly, perhaps on their part, they cajole their flocks out of their fleece, 
their immortality and their weal, and expose themselves to the anathema 
maranatha of God. 


[TO BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT.] 





DOCTOR BRANTLY AND REGENERATION. 


Mr. Eprrorn—Learning by the “ proposals” you have issued your in- 
tention of publishing a perivdical, whose object is fair dealing, and the 
independent advocacy of the Ancient Gospel and Apostolic Traditions ; 
I have forwarded you copies of two letiers sent by me to the Rev. 
W. T. Brantly, D.-D., late editor of the Religious Narrator, which he de- 
clined inserting ; for what reason is best known to himself, and may be ce n- 
jectured by your readers. With the hopethat you will give them inser- 
tion, I subscribe myself your well-wisher, A. B. 

That the letters may be more intelligible to our readers, we have in- 
serted the religious slander of the redigi: us editor of tle Religious Narra- 
tor; which, during the finale of its career, delighted in aspersing the 
disciples, and in poisoning the minds of its readers against the Ancient 
Gospel, first proclaimed by the Holy Apostles.— Edit. 4p. Ado. 


(From the Religious Narrator ) 
THE PROFESSED RESTFORERS OF THE ANCIENT GOSPEL 


There are among us those who confident!y atfirm that all sects of 
Christians, except themselves, are radically wrong in their views and 
practices in relation to the Gospel of Christ, that the order of the Chris: 
tian church as established by the Apostles is nearly, if not wholly abol- 
ished from all modern churches, with the exception of their own Chris- 
tian Congregation ; that they only have the ‘rue, ancient, primitive, gos- 
pel order ; and that this order consists mainly in baptism for the remix 
sion of sins; belief according to the understanding of every individual in 
the dogmas of the Apostles, the weekly breaking of the ‘* loaf of blessing,” 
and a license to every one who chooses to administer baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. They deny any regeneration other than baptism, gene- 
rally adopt a new version of the New Testament, and make very little 
use of the Old Testament. Being a very confident, assuming, and self 
sufficient people, they boldly and c!amorously condemn the opinions of 
all those who maintain the necessity of the Spirit’s influence in regene- 
ration, and who decline the observance of their pretended apostolic order. 
To make Christains accordiug to their views, it is only requisite to con- 
vince the reason of men of the truth of the Christian religion, and then 
regenerate them by immersion in water. Many of the Baptist 
churches in Vi:ginia, Kentucky, and Ohio, have been infested and dis- 
tracted with the spirit of innovation, attendant upon the efforts of these 
professed restorers of the ‘‘ ancient gospel.” Latterly an attempt has 
been made to enlighten Philadelphia on its claims and pretensions, and 
those Baptists who have put themselves in the way of the illumination, 
have been gravely informed that they were wholly in error, that the 
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were gulled and cheated by theirdesigning and mercenary pastors, who 
perpetuate the deception only that they may continue to enjoy their sala- 
ries, and make a gain of the Lord's congregations. At the same time, we 
do not learn that these professed restorers ever refuse money when offered 
to them; or that they decline making a/fvir profit on all the pains which 
they take to utter, publish, announce, and print their sentiments and 
opinions. They wipe their feet upon our carpets, alleging that they 
tread upon our pride, whilst they persuade themselves that their pride 
and insolence in doing this act escape detection. But in this they err. 
There is good sense enough in most communities to see through such 
flimsy pretences. 

These restorers will, no doubt, have infused a bad leaven into some 
of our churches, and will thus enjoy the bad gratification of having crea- 
ted confusion among us. In our mind, the sooner each and every 
church expels from its bosom such leaven, the better. The Regular Bap- 
tists in Virginia, have found it requisite to draw a line between them- 
selves and these pseudo-restorers. Their doctrine eats as a canker, and 
must be suppressed and exterminated in each bo!y, by that power with 
which Christ has clothed his church, and that is the power of censure and 
expulsion. 


LETTER—No. I. 


Dear Sin—In a recent number of your periodical, is an article under 
the caption ‘‘ of the Professed Restorers of the Ancient Gospel.”’ I know 
not whether youare the writer or another person; be that as it may, T 
read it with much interest and attention. It suggested a great variety of 
reflections to my mind—and among other items that especially where you 
say they affirm there isno regeneration but baptism. Among all the 
questions in connexion with religion, none has perplexed me so much as 
the doctrine of regeneration, about which so much is said but so little 
understood. I attended a meeting in Bank Street, where a ‘‘ Society of 
Disciples meet every first day of the week to break bread’’—for such is 
the epithet they bestow upon themselves—and there I can testify I did 
hear something about regeneration, in connexion with baptism, or immer- 
sion in water. This doctrine startled me very much. | therefore de- 
termined the first opportunity that occurred, to put the question to one 
of their “‘ proclaimers,”’ as they call them ; accordingly 1 made inquiry 
of one—Dr. Tinomas, I think his name is, a physician in this city, and 
author of a letter on the Catholic Controversy: What is Regeneration ? 
He told methe word was only used twice in the common translation of 
the New Testament, viz. Mat. xix. 28, Tit. iii. 5. That in the first 
passage the word was used in connexion with the restoration of things to 
a state of perfection, in reply to an inquiry of Peter’s: ‘‘ What then 
shall be our reward*’’ And that it would comport better with the con- 
text, to render it renovation instead of regeneration. In the second pas- 
sage, he observed, the word was used in connexion with washing—the 
washing of regeneration. He thought the best way to arrive at a definite 
idea of the phrase was by the analytic method. That regeneration 
was a duplicate idea, and signified, according to Dr. Johnson, a being 
born again. Generation meaning a being born—regeneration a being 
born again—and that the Scripture definition of being born again, 
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would be the definition ofthe term sought for. He said the best authorit, 
in this matter was Jesus Christ, who had explained the same question I had 
utin hisreply to Nicodemus. Jesus told Nicodemus ‘‘except a man be 
rn again (regenerated) be could not see the Kngdom of God.” Nicode. 
mus asked, how a man could be born when he was old? Jesus explained, 
he did not mean he was to be born again naturally, but that he was to 
be born of water and Spirit—therefore says he mavel not that I say you 
must be born again. To be born, therefore, said he, of water an: 
of the Spirit, is to be born again, or regenerated, which was the definition 
sought for. He requested me to bear in mind the power due to the co. 
pulative conjunction, ‘‘and,” in the sentence; that the conjuction was 
not disjunctive, so to speak: that and did not mean or, and that there. 
fore a man who said he was begotten of the Spirit, but was not born of 
water, was no more hornagain or regenerated than a child could be 
said to be born of his father until it was born of its mother, our Lord be. 
ing judge. Therefore, he added, no man is regenerated or born again, 
in the Scripture acceptation of the term, whois not born of water and 
the Spirit; itbeing a fact, that the Holy Spirit never leaves his work 
unfinished—therefore, said he, if a man be in deed and in truth begotten 
of the Spirit, he will never rest until he be born of water, by being im- 
mersed in the name of Christ for the remission of his sins. Thiese, Sir, 
are the Doctor’s reasonings uttered in my own hearing, the truth of 
which I am ready to testify, should I be called to the proof. 

I do confess there is something new and plausible in this view of re- 
generation. If it be true, we must have been hitherto in egregious 
darkness upon this subject ; and I certainly do coincide with you, thatif 
this leaven be allowed to work among us it will assuredly be the ruin of 
the peace and organization of our churches. My dear Sir, I do think it 
incumbent on you, as an Editor and a Clergyman, to sound the alarm on 
the watch-towers of our Zion. My mind, I confess, has received a shock, 
which has shaken the belief I once hac in the orthodoxy of my faith. | 
am not the only one. lf oursteadfastness is shaken by a wind of doc- 
trine, you will be entitled to our everlasting gratitude in restoring to us 
that peace and tranquility of mind we once enjoyed. 

Alexander Campbell has shaken the steadfastness of many ; and I 
fear if the effect of his late discourses in this city be not vigorously op- 

in every possible way, the Baptist interest in Philadelphia will 
entirely dismembered. In Baltimore, Brother J. Findlay’s church is 
so deeply infeeted, that he was under the necessity of calling the mem- 
bers , to enquire who were on his side, and who were on that 
of “‘the Ancient Gospel and Apostolic Order.”’ The question was put, 
and he found himself in the minority—in consequence, he has signified 
his intention to leave them. 

I oo of your recommendation, to exterminate heresy from the 
ehurch ; and trust you will not be deficient in the courage necessary to 
carry it into effect. To animate you tothis, and to Jearn the right mean- 
ing of regeneration, is the design of this from an ENQUIRER. 





NAPOLEON, IMMORTALITY, AND THE MASS. 


During the negotiations with the holy father, Bonaparte one day ob- 
served to Bourienne—‘ In every country religion is useful to the govern- 
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ment, and those who govern ought to avail themselves of it to infla- 
ence mankind. I was Mohammedan in Egypt; Iam a Catholic in 
Fraace. With relation to the police of the religion of a state it should 
be entirely in the hands of the sovereign. Many persons have 

me to found a Gallican church, and make myself itshead: but they do 
not know France. If they did they would know that the majority of 
the people would not like a rupture with Rome. Before I can resolve 
on such a measure, the Pope must push matters to an extremity; but I 
believe he will not do so.”—‘‘ You are right general,” replied Bouri- 
enne, “‘and you recall to my memory what Cardinal Gonsalvi said :”’ 
“the Pope will do all the first Consul desires.”"—‘‘ That is the best 
course for him,” continued Bonaparte; ‘‘let him not suppose he has to 
do with an imbecile. What do you think is the point his negotiations 
must put forward ?—The salvation of my soul! But with me, immor 
tality is the recollection left inthe memory of man. That idea prompts 
to great actions. It would be better for a man never to have lived, than 
to leave behind him no traces of existence.”’ 

The Consular Court was in general, extremely irreligious; nor could 
it be expected to be otherwise, being composed chiefly of those who had 
assisted in the annihilation.of all religious worship in France, and of 
men who, having passed their lives in camps, had oftener entered a 
church in Italy to carry off a painting, than to hear the mass. On the 
road from the Tuilleries to Notre Dame, Generals Lannes and Auge- 
reau wanted to alight from the carriage, as soon as they saw they were 
being driven to mass, and it required an order from the First Consul to 
prevent their doing so. They went therefore, to Notre Dame, and the 
next day Bonaparte asked Augereau what he thought of the ceremony. 
“Oh! It wasall very fine,’ replied the general; “ there was nothing 
wanting, except the million of men who have perished in the pulling down 
of what you are selting up.”—Bonaparte was much displeased at this re- 
mark —Mem. of Nap. by Bour. 





THE PEOPLE’S FRIEND. 


We have received some of the numbers of a weekly political paper 

entitled The People’s Friend, published in Philadelphia by Burnet and 
Co. Its character (for though young it bas one,) is good and promising, 
being, from the specimens we have seen, both independent, fearless and 
honest. Its periscope is not exclusively political, but it has the courage, 
some would say presumption, but not we, to comprehend within the 
range of its perceptions, the religious policy of sectarian aspirants. We 
give the following as an example of its intelligence. ith the senti- 
ments itexpresses we most heartily coincide : 
_ We hope all those who patronize this paper have ere this become sat- 
isfied that its columns are so far from being trammelled by sectarian influ- 
ence as they are from being biassed by the views of party. In revolving 
in our minds the injury daily inflicted upon society by the one-sided form 
that every thing is assuming, we arrived at the conviction that we might 
do some good by establishing a paper ef the character which ‘ The Peo- 
ple’s Friend’ shall possess—oreNn TO ALL, INFLUENCED BY wonp, As 
editors, we are to be no respecters of persons. 

When an article is offered for publication, we are not to ask, will it 
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suit the views of this party—or that sect ; but the only inquiry shall be 
will it subserve the cause of truth, knowledge, and virtue—in one word. 
will the best interests of mankiud be promoted by giving it publicity. |f 
our judgment—aided by all the lights of experience, observation, ang 
our very limited intercourse with the various classes and sections of our 
beloved country, superadded to the sincere desire we feel for the pre- 
sentand future welfare of our fellow creatures—decides in the affirma- 
tive, we shall not hesitate, nor enquire what effect it will have upon the 
popularity of our paper. 

e have through the instrumentality of all the lights that history, 
reason, and revelation furnish, been enabled so to interpret ‘‘ the signs of 
the times,” az to be fully convinced that the present is not the time for 
any to confine their calculations to “ profit and loss ;’’ much less for 
those who profess to act as senTineLs. We fee! that the charge of ego- 
tism cannot be rightly made against us, when it is considered how much 
misrepresentation and misapprehension, every public man, however hun- 
bie, is subjected to, in these days, when an almost universal want of 
confidence, produced by an almost universal want of integrity, is the 
leading feature of the times. 





(From the People’s Friend.) 
THE CLERICAL CLOVEN FOOT. 


Messrs. Editors, the following struck my mind as too pregnant 
with meaning to pass unnoticed, appearing as it does in an American 
aper. 
Selections from Foreign Journals received at the Office of the National 
Gazette. 

A most remarkable testimony to the importance of Christianity, and 
even of an established clergy, in advancing the intellectual as well as the 
moral character of mankind, appears in the recent very interesting vol- 
ume of M. Victor Cousin, on the state of educationin Germany. This 
brilliant metaphysician is commissioned by the government of France 
to examine the plan of general education in Prussia and otber parts of 
Germany, with a view to the formation ofa complete national system in 
France. M. Cousin, a man far from being prejudiced in favour of the 
elergy, and indeed considered by them in no friendly light, distinctly de- 
elares that no national education, which is not founded on Christianity, 
can be of essential benefit in France, and considers that the clergy 
will be the only effective instruments for the introduction and maiate- 
nance of any system for the general instruction of the people. The pro- 
ject of the French law, introduced under the auspices of M. Guizot,; 
will not, we trust, lose sight of this remarkable and important feature 
in the great question of national education. 

Asto the “importance of Christianity” there can be but one opinion 
with all who believe in its truth; and in order for its importance to be 
universally established, it is needful only that its true nature and evi- 
dences be universally known. But asto “an established ” being 
important “in advancing the intellectual as well as the mora! character 
of mankind,” it isa sentiment more befitting the hired agent of “ the go- 


vernment of France,” and better adapted to the ears of the advocates of 
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a union of Church and State, than American Citizens. It is a senti- 
ment at direct variance with the interests of religion and the wel- 
fare of mankind, as proved by history and facts; if advocated in this 
free country, it is presumed it will be a difficult task to conceal the 
Croven Foor. 





SOMETHING CURIOUS. 


“Tf our flock" (not the flock of God) ‘‘would but come to our preaching, 
as they come for food, in order thatthey might grow thereby, how dif- 
ferent would preaching be even to us, preachers! What life and liberty 
should we find! And to them even the poorest fare we could set before 
them would be like angels’ meat! ! !’” 

The above is the doleful lamentation of a society of clergymen, who 
edite the Protestant Episcopalian from which it is selected. We cannot 
but admire the phrases ‘‘ our flock” and “‘ our preaching ;” they are truly 
apostolical, and well become the divinely called ambassadorial succes- 
sors of the Apostles'!! Whata starvation craving must the flock have to 
relish the poorest drivellings ofa written popular sermon asif it were an- 

ls’ meat! And how modest, toc, the estimation in which these preach- 
ers hold their poorest efforts!! Weare to desire the sincere milk of 
God's word that we may grow thereby—pure and without adulteration ; 
—but this right reverend body of associate clergy would substitute their 
own sermons for the word of God! If the people get nothing better 
than their preaching to thrive upon, no wonder if they waste away and 
soon die oft a spiritual marasmus. — Editor. 





TO OUR PATRONS. 


Nothing is more gratifying to the feeling, or more caiculated to arouse 
the dormant energies of genius, than the patronage of the intelligent and 
the good. Every man has genius of some kind; too often, however, 
perverted to purposes beneath the dignity of a rationalman. We lay 
claim to no high order of mental faculty, but are happy in knowing our 
own powers, which have no pretensions to any thing inaccessible to 
mediocrity of talent. This, we believe, to be the most useful to society 
generally, and best adapted to meet its exigencies. The small share we 

» we are determined to devote to the service of umm who gave it. 

ay our resolve be duly seconded! No means, no ends, is the law of 

the kingdoms of nature, grace and glory. in the nature of things, then, 

no money, no types, no type-setting, No paper, no printing, no ArosTon- 

ic Apvocata. This isanimmutable law of nature. Our patrons, there- 

fore, will take itin good part, when we hint the importance of a due at- 
‘tention to “ cordition 2” of the Prospectus. 





(From the People’s Friend.) 
CATHOLIC CONTROVERSY. 


We have received a Pamphlet entitied, ‘‘ New Catholic Controversy. 
A mirror for Ismatic Religions, ina letter addressed to Mesers. Hughes 
and Breckenridge.”” Itis by John Thomas, M. D. 93, Arch street. 

The object of the writer appears to be to show from the scriptures that 
neither Mr. Hughes, nor Mr. Breckentidge succeeded in their late dis- 
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cussion, in making manifest that their views were in accordance with the 
doctrines of the scriptures. From the hasty perusal we have been able 
to give it, we discover the writer takes high ground, and treats all hv- 
man authority very unceremoniousiy. He appeals directly to the scrip. 
tures, and contends for their ‘‘supremacy”’ over all councils and edicis, 
ancient or modern. On one point of no little moment, he appears to 
coincide with the followers of Fox and Penn, denying the validity of 
the distinction between the clergy and laity. 

His style is chaste, reasoning close, and he shows that he has bestow- 
ed much attention upon the subjects of which he treats. This never 
fails to secure attention to a writer's productions, whether his views are 
orthodox or heterodox. The Pamphlet is published at 124 cents. 





Proppecy Fuirittep.—Little does Mr. Irving suspect, and less do 
Aldermen Key, Laurie, Thorpe, Thompson, and Farebrother imagine, 
that the result of their proceedings was foreseen more than a thousand 
years ago, and that very serious consequences are to follow the accom- 
plishment of their efforts. Of the curious MSS in the possession of 
John Duns Scotus in the 12th century, was a copy of an inscription on 
the tomb of Merlin, at Drummelzier; one of these is thus rendered in 4 
copy dated 1316, of which we are the happy possessors. Its remarkable 
reference to the present moment will excuse our publication of it. 

**Quhen Lundu sal hef Lordis Maioris fowre 
Quhen felke sal parlein speche unknowne 
Yen sal be weir and syknece sore 

Yen Englonois glorie is agone.”’ 

It is clear therefore, that the Belgic question and the cholera depend 
more on the Court of Aldermen and Miss Carsdell than on congress or 
conference.” 

The Papal Court has at last resolved to pursue a course pointed out 
by discretion and good sense. It is evidently convinced that its power 
which heretofore has been so arrogantly thrust forth on all occasions, is 
somewhat curbed, and the time no longer exists when its interference will 
be tolerated, and the Papal Government will content itself by mere pro- 
testing against any measure that may tend to interfere with the rights 


of the Church. 
AUTHORITY. 

Plato, in his Dialogue on Temperance, puts this assertion in the 
mouth of Socrates :—‘* We should not consider by whom such a thing 
was said, but whether it be true and reasonable in itself-’"’ The Arabians 
make use of a proverb, ‘‘ Examine what is said, not him who speaks.”’ 











Hope inthe bounty of God, anda perfect resignation to his divine 
will, are deeply implanted in the Arab's breast; but this resignation does 
not paralize his exertions so much as it does those of the Turks. I have 
heard Arabs reproach Turks jor their apathy and stupidity, in ascribing 
to the will of God, whz' was merely the result of their own faults or folly, 
quoting a proverb which says, ‘‘ He bared his back to the stings of mos- 
ye and then exclaimed, God has decreed that I should be stung.” — 


[ Errata.—In the date on the first page, for “1835,” read 1834.} 
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